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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

BOARD FOR CORRECTION OF MILITARY RECORDS
1901 SOUTH BELL STREET, 2ND FLOOR
ARLINGTON, VA  22202-4508
ABCMR Record of Proceedings (cont)                                         AR20070008540


RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS


IN THE CASE OF:
  mergerec 
mergerec 

BOARD DATE:
  28 August 2007

DOCKET NUMBER:  AR20070008540 mergerec 

I certify that hereinafter is recorded the true and complete record of the proceedings of the Army Board for Correction of Military Records in the case of the above-named individual.

	
	Ms. Catherine C. Mitrano
	
	Director

	
	Ms. Deyon D. Battle
	
	Analyst


The following members, a quorum, were present:

	
	Mr. Paul M. Smith
	
	Chairperson

	
	Mr. Rodney E. Barber
	
	Member

	
	Mr. Rowland C. Heflin
	
	Member



The Board considered the following evidence:


Exhibit A - Application for correction of military records.


Exhibit B - Military Personnel Records (including advisory opinion, if any).

THE APPLICANT'S REQUEST, STATEMENT, AND EVIDENCE:

1.  The applicant requests, in effect, that he be awarded a $1,000.00 senior ship bonus (SSB). 
2.  The applicant states, in effect, that his personnel management officer stated that he is not entitled to the SSB.
3.  The applicant provides in support of his application, a copy of his Enlistment/

Reenlistment Document (DD Form 4/1 to 4/2, a copy of his Statement for Enlistment (DA Form 3286), and a copy of his Enlisted Record Brief.
CONSIDERATION OF EVIDENCE:
1.  On 31 March 2006, the applicant enlisted in the United States Army Reserve (USAR), under the Delayed Entry Program (DEP), for 8 years, in the pay grade of E-1.  On 8 August 2006, the applicant enlisted in the Regular Army (RA) for 1 year and 41 weeks, in the pay grade of E-2.

2.  The Associated Options portion of the DA Form 3286 that the applicant signed at the time of his enlistment indicates that in connection with this enlistment into the RA, he acknowledged and understood that he was receiving a $1,000.00 SSB and that to remain eligible for the bonus, he must graduate from high school and ship to active duty prior to 1 October 2006.
3.  During the processing of this case a staff advisory opinion was received from the Chief, Incentives and Budget Branch, Enlisted Accession Division, Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff, who opined that the applicant enlisted in the Army DEP on 31 March 2006 and that he was a high school senior at the time.  The Chief, Incentives and Budget Branch, Enlisted Accession Division further opined that the applicant's DA Form 3286 shows eligibility for a $1,000.00 enlistment SSB and that this bonus was authorized to all 2006 high school graduates who left for active duty prior to 30 September 2006.  The Chief, Incentives and Budget Branch, Enlisted Accession Division stated that Headquarters Department of the Army message, paragraph 5B, dated 1 June 2006, authorized the bonus effective 10 May 2006 and he recommended that the Board grant relief in the applicant's case.
5.  On 25 June 2007, a copy of the advisory opinion was forwarded to the applicant for his information and/or possible rebuttal.  On 13 July 2007, the applicant concurred with the advisory opinion that was rendered in his case.
DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS:

1.  The question in his case is whether or not the applicant is entitled to the $1,000.00 enlistment SSB.  Evidence of record shows that the applicant met all the requirements for entitlement to the SSB in question.
2.  His DA Form 3286 clearly shows that he is entitled to the SSB as he graduated from high school and he shipped to active duty prior to 1 October 2006.
3.  In accordance with the advisory opinion that was received from the Chief, Incentives and Budget Branch, Enlisted Accession Division all 2006 high school graduates who left for active duty prior to 30 September 2006 are entitled to the SSB.  Therefore, it would be appropriate to award the applicant the SSB to which he is entitled.
BOARD VOTE:

__PMS__  __REB_ _  __RCH__  GRANT FULL RELIEF 

________  ________  ________  GRANT PARTIAL RELIEF 

________  ________  ________  GRANT FORMAL HEARING

________  ________  ________  DENY APPLICATION

BOARD DETERMINATION/RECOMMENDATION:

The Board determined that the evidence presented was sufficient to warrant a recommendation for relief.  As a result, the Board recommends that all Department of the Army records of the individual concerned be corrected by awarding him an enlistment SSB in the amount of $1,000.00.

____Paul M. Smith_______
          CHAIRPERSON
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