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AIR FORCE DISCHARGE REVIEW BOARD DECISIONAL RATIONALE 

CASE NUMBER 

FD-2003-00225 

GENERAL: The applicant appeals for upgrade of discharge to Honorable. 

The applicant was offered a personal appearance before the Discharge Review Board (DRB) but declined to 
exercise this right. 

The attached brief contains available pertinent data on the applicant and the factors leading to the discharge. 

FINDINGS: The Board grants the requested relief. 

The Board finds that neither the evidence of record or that provided by applicant substantiates an 
impropriety that would justify a change of discharge. However, based upon the record and evidence 
provided by applicant, the Board finds the applicant's reason and authority for discharge inequitable. 

ISSUE: Applicant contends discharge was inequitable because it was too harsh. The records indicated the 
applicant received an Article 15 for failure to go and six Letters of Reprimand for a domestic disturbance, 
dereliction of duty, failing to properly secure his area badge, being late for work, and for failure to go. The 
Board realized the predicament the applicant was in when his then wife left him with a six-month-old baby. 
Although he tried to make a go of it between his military duties and being a parent, he could not balance the 
two. The Board opined that the characterization of the applicant's discharge should be changed to 
Honorable. 

CONCLUSIONS: The Discharge Review Board concludes that the discharge was consistent with the 
procedural and substantive requirements of the discharge regulation and was within the discretion of the 
discharge authority and that the applicant was provided full administrative due process. 

However, in view of the foregoing findings, the Board further concludes that the overall quality of 
applicant's service is more accurately reflected by an Honorable discharge and the reason for the discharge is 
more accurately described as Secretarial Authority. The applicant's characterization and reason for 
discharge should be changed to Honorable, Secretarial Authority under the provisions of Title 10, USC 
1553. 

Attachment: 
Examiner's Brief 



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
AIR FORCE DISCHARGE REVIEW BOARD 

ANDREWS AFB, MD 

(Former A1C) (HGH A1C) 

1. MATTER UNDER REVIEW: Appl rec'd a GEN Disch fr USAF 29 Jun 89 UP AFR 39-10, 
para 5-46 (Misconduct - Minor Disciplinary Infractions). Appeals for Honorable 
Disch. 

2. BACKGROUND: 

a. DOB: 2 Aug 67. Enlmt Age: 18 10/12. Disch Age: 21 10/12. Educ: HS DIPL 
AFQT: N/A. A-63, E-52, G-48, M-67. PAFSC: 45451 - Aerospace Ground Equipment 
Mechanic. DAS: 9 Mar 87. 

b. prior Sv: (1) AFRes 4 Jun 86 - 10 Aug 86 (2 Months 7 Days) (Inactive) . 

3. SERVICE UNDER REVIEW: 

a. Enld as AB 11 Aug 86 for 4 yrs. Svd: 2 Yrs 10 Mos 19 Das, all AMS. 

b. Grade Status: A1C - 11 Dec 87 
AMN - 11 Feb 87 

c. Time Lost: None 

d. Art 15's: (1) 29 Oct 87, Dyess AFB, TX - Article 86. You did, on or 
about 15 Oct 87, without authority, failed to go to your 
appointed place of duty. Suspended reduction to AB, and 
14 days extra duty. (No appeal) (No mitigation) 

e. Additional: LOR, 
LOCI 
LOR, 

LOR, 
LOR, 

LOR, 
LOR, 
RIC, 

12 JUN 89 - Failure to go. 
05 JUN 89 - Dereliction of duty. 
31 MAY 89 - Late for work and reported for duty 

without a line badge. 
11 MAY 89 - Late for work. 
11 FEB 89 - Security violation by failing to properly 

secure area badge. 
07 DEC 88 - Dereliction of duty. 
26 JUL 88 - Domestic disturbance. 
11 JUL 88 - Late for work. 

f. CM: None. 

g. Record of SV: 11 Aug 86 - 10 Aug 87 Dyess AFB 7 (Annual) 
10 Aug 87 - 10 Mar 88 Dyess AFB 7 (CRO) 
11 Mar 88 - 25 Sep 88 Dyess AFB 9 (CRO) 

(Discharged from Dyess AFB) 



h. Awards & Decs: AFTR. 

i. Stmt of Sv: TMS: (3) Yrs (0) Mos (26) Das 
TAMS: (2) Yrs (10) Mos (19) Das 

4. BASIS ADVANCED FOR REVIEW: Appln (DD Fm 293) dtd 24 Apr 03. 
(Change Discharge to Honorable) 

Issues: I request that my military discharge be upgrade(sic) to Honorable 
from General (Under Honorable Conditions). I recieved (sic) this type of 
discharge due to my divorce and the abandonment of my ex wife (sic) of me and my 
son. I was left with a six (6) month baby and been (sic) an elisted (sic) man, 
E-3, my finances were not enough to care for his needs and daycare. I had many 
problems with his health also and between trying to be the best parent possible 
I was unable to be at my assignments at times on time. I was discharged with 
this discharge and request consideration for an upgrade based on these 
circumstances. I still have custody of my son and remain a single parent trying 
my parential best. 

ATCH 
None. 



DEPARTMENT O F  T H E  AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS 9 6 T H  BOMBARDMENT WING (SAC) 

DYESS AIR FORCE BASE. TEXAS 7 9 6 0 7 - 5 0 0 0  

REPLY TO 
tam. 0,: 96FMS/CC 

L e t t e r  o f  N o t i f i c a t i o n  

1. I am recommending y o u r  d i s c h a r g e  f r om t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A i r  
F o r c e  f o r  M i sconduc t - -M ino r  D i s c i p l i n a r y  I n f r a c t i o n s .  The 
a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h i s  a c t i o n  i s  AFR 39-10, p a r a g r a p h  5-46.  I f  my 
recommendat ion  i s  app roved ,  y o u r  s e r v i c e  w i l l  b e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
as H o n o r a b l e  o r  G e n e r a l .  I am recommending t h a t  y o u r  s e r v i c e  
be  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as  G e n e r a l .  

2. My r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  a c t i o n  a r e :  

a .  You d i d ,  a t  Dyess AFB T X ,  on o r  a b o u t  8  Jun  89, w i t h o u t  
a u t h o r i t y ,  f a i l  t o  go a t  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  t i m e  t o  y o u r  a p p o i n t e d  
p l a c e  o f  d u t y ,  as  e v i d e n c e d  by  a LOR d a t e d  12 Jun  89 and AF 
Form 1058 d a t e d  15  Jun  89. 

b .  You d i d ,  a t  Dyess AFB T X ,  on o r  a b o u t  3  Jun  89, f a i l  t o  
p r o p e r l y  i n v e n t o r y  t o o l  k i t  number F323E as i t  was y o u r  d u t y  t o  
do, as  e v i d e n c e d  by  a  LOC d a t e d  5  Jun 89.  

c .  You d i d ,  a t  Dyess AFB T X ,  on o r  abou t  25 May 89, f a i l  
t o  t o  go t o  y o u r  a p p o i n t e d  p l a c e  o f  d u t y  a t  t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  t i m e  
and d i d  t h e r e a f t e r  r e p o r t  f o r  d u t y  w i t h o u t  y o u r  l i n e  badge, as  
e v i d e n c e d  by  a  LOR d a t e  3 1  May 89. 

d.  You d i d ,  a t  Dyess AFB T X ,  on o r  a b o u t  11 May 89, w i t h o u t  
a u t h o r i t y ,  f a i l  t o  r e p o r t  t o  y o u r  a p p o i n t e d  p l a c e  o f  d u t y  a t  
t h e  p r e s c r i b e d  t i m e ,  as  e v i d e n c e d  by a  LOR d a t e d  11 May 89. 

e. You d i d ,  , a t  Dyess AFB T X ,  on o r  a b o u t  10 Feb 89,  f a i l e d  
t o  p r o p e r l y  s e c u r e  y o u r  AF Form 11998, r e s t r i c t e d  a r e a  badge, 
a f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  y o u r  s h i f t ,  as  e v i d e n c e d  by  a  LOR d a t e d  11 Feb 
89.  

f .  You d i d ,  a t  Dyess AFB Tx,  on o r  a b o u t  6  Dec 88, w h i l e  i n  
t h e  pe r f o rmance  o f  y o u r  d u t i e s  -- p e r f o r m i n g  ma in tenance  on  a  
MC-2A a i r  compressor  -- f a i l  t o  f o l l o w  p r o p e r  p r o c e d u r e s  and 
t e c h n i c a l  d a t a  i n  d c ' : e l i c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  y o u r  
d u t i e s ,  as  e v i d ~ z c e d  by a  LOR d a t e d  7 Dec 88. 

F e a c e . .  . . i s  c u r  P r o i e s s i o n  



g .  You d i d ,  i n  A b i l e n e  T x ,  o n  o r  a b o u t  2 1  J u l  88 ,  b e c a m e  
i n v o l v e d  i n  a  d o m e s t i c  d i s t u r b a n c e  a t  y o u r  q u a r t e r s  a n d  i n  y o u r  
p r i v a t e  a u t o  r e s u l t i n g  i n  p h y s i c a l  v i o l e n c e ,  a s  e v i d e n c e d  by  a  
LOR d a t e d  2 6  J u l  88. 

h .  You d i d ,  a t  D y e s s  AFB T X ,  o n  o r  a b o u t  11 J u l  88 ,  w i t h o u t  
a u t h o r i t y ,  f a i l  t o  r e p o r t  t o  y o u r  a p p o i n t e d  p l a c e  o f  d u t y ,  a s  
e v i d e n c e d  by  a  LOC d a t e d  11 J u l  88.  

C o p i e s  o f  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  t o  b e  f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  
a . u t h o r i t y  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  a r e  a t t a c h e d .  T h e  
c o m m a n d e r  e x e r c i s i n g  SPCM j u r i s d i c t i o n  o r  h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t y  w i l l  
d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  y o u  w i l l  b e  d i s c h a r g e d  o r  r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  Air 
F o r c e  a n d ,  i f  y o u  a r e  d i s c h a r g e d ,  how y o u r  s e r v i c e  w i l l  b e  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d .  I f  y o u  a r e  d i s c h a r g e d  y o u  w i l l  b e  i n e l i g i b l e  
f o r  r e e n l i s t m e n t  i n  t h e  Air F o r c e .  

3.  You h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c o n s u l t  c o u n s e l .  M i l i t a r y  l e g a l  
c o u n s e l  h a s  b e e n  o b t a i n e d  t o  a s s i s t  y o u .  I h a v e  made a n  
a p p o i n t m e n t  f o r  y o u  t o  c o n s u l t  C a p t .  -, ADC a t  
DROO o n  J u ~  8 9  . Y O U  may c o n s u l t  c i v i l i a n  
c o u n s e l  a t  y o u r  own e x p e n s e .  

4 .  You h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s u b m i t  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  y o u r  own b e h a l f .  
Any s t a t e m e n t s  y o u  w a n t - t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  a u t h o r i t y  t o  c o n s i d e r  
m u s t  r e a c h  me b y  2 3  ' ' u n l e s s  y o u  r e q u e s t  a n d  r e c e i v e  a n  
e x t e n s i o n  f o r  g o o d  c a u s e  s h o w n .  I w i l l  s e n d  t h e m  t o  t h e  
s e p a r a t i o n  a u t h o r i t y .  

5 .  I f  y o u  f a i l  t o  c o n s u l t  c o u n s e l  o r  t o  s u b m i t  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  
y o u r  own b e h a l f ,  y o u r  f a i l u r e  w i l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a  w a i v e r  o f  y o u r  
r i g h t  t o  d o  s o .  

6 .  You h a v e  b e e n  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  m e d i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .  You m u s t  
r e p o r t  t o  9 6 t h  S t r a t e g i c  H o s p i t a l ,  P h y s i c a l  Exams a t  
0700 h r s ,  o n  2 I \hU ),) 6q f o r  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n .  

7 .  Any p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  y o u  f u r n i s h  i n  r e b u t t a l  i s  c o v e r e d  
b y  t h e  P r i v a c y  Act S t a t e m e n t  a s  e x p l a i n e d  i n  AFR 3 9 - 1 0 ,  
a t t a c h m e n t  6 .  A c o p y  o f  AFR 3 9 - 1 0  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  y o u r  u s e  i n  
t h e  S q u a d r o n  O r d e r l y  Room. 

8 .  E x e c u t e  t h e  a t t a c h e d  a c k n o w l e d g m e n t  a n d  r e t u r n  i t  t o  me 
i m m e d i a t e l y .  



8  A t c h  
1-  LOR d t d  

12 Jun 07 
2 -  AF Form 

174  d t d  
5 Jun 87 

3 -  LOR d t d  
31  Nay 87 

4 -  LOR d t d  
11 Ray 07 

5 -  L o r  d t d  
11 Feb 84 

6 -  LOR d t d  
7  Dec 88 

7 -  LOR d t d  
26  J u l  88 

8 -  LOC d t d  
11 J u l  88 




