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APPLICANT REQUESTS THAT: 

He be awarded the Global War on Terrorism-Service Medal (GWOT-S) and the Korean Defense Service Medal (KDSM).  In addition, he requests his Enlisted Performance Report (EPR) for the period 8 March 2002 through 28 January 2003 be filed in his record. 
_______________________________________________________________
APPLICANT CONTENDS THAT:

He has met all the criteria for award of the GWOT-S and the KDSM.  Both awards were authorized after his retirement.  His EPR closing 28 January 2003 was lost after his retirement.  Without this report, he has no official proof that he was qualified as a Watch Officer; therefore, putting him at a disadvantage for employment.  
In support of his application, the applicant provides copies of his flight records and a copy of his draft EPR closing 28 January 2003.  

The applicant’s submissions (three DD Forms 149), with attachments, is at Exhibit A.

_________________________________________________________________
STATEMENT OF FACTS:

On 19 June 1981, the applicant enlisted in the Regular Air Force at the age of 18 in the grade of airman basic (E-1) for a period of four years.  The applicant was progressively promoted to the grade of master sergeant (E-7) with a date of rank of 1 December 2000.  
The applicant was released from active duty on 30 June 2003 with a honorable characterization of service and retired effective 1 July 2003.  He served 22 years and 12 days of active duty of which 11 years, 10 months, and 8 days was foreign service.  

On 19 September 2006, subsequent to the applicant’s appeal, the Air Force Personnel Center Recognition Programs Manager notified the applicant that his entitlement to the GWOT-S had been verified and his military personnel records would be corrected to reflect the award.  
_________________________________________________________________
AIR FORCE EVALUATION:

AFPC/DPPPEP recommends denying the applicant’s request to insert his EPR closing 28 January 2003 into his military personnel records.  DPPPEP states the applicant’s last report on file closed out on 1 February 2002.  His next annual report was projected for 1 February 2003; however, his retirement was approved on 17 October 2002 with a retirement effective date of 1 July 2003.  Air Force Instruction 36-2406, Paragraph 3.5.9.1, indicates a performance report is not required for personnel with an approved retirement date when the retirement date is within one year of the projected annual closeout date of the report and the retirement application was approved prior to the projected annual closeout date.  Based on this guidance, the applicant’s report was optional for the rater to complete.  The applicant has provided a copy of a draft, incomplete, unsigned version of the 28 January 2003 EPR; however, the applicant does not provide any support from the evaluators stating the report is accurate as written and that it should be made a matter of record.  Draft copies of EPRs are not official documents and should not be used to place in the military personnel record.  

The DPPPEP evaluation is at Exhibit C.

DPPPR recommends the applicant’s records be corrected to reflect the award of the GWOT-S.  They have verified his entitlement to the award and have forwarded his records to the Retirements and Separations Section to have the GWOT-S added to his DD Form 214, Certificate of Release or Discharge From Active Duty.

AFPC/DPPPR recommends denying the applicant’s request for award of the KDSM.  DPPPR states that in February 2004, the Department of Defense approved award of the KDSM to Air Force active duty personnel for military service in the Republic of Korea (ROK) and surrounding waters after 28 July 1954 to a date to be determined by the Secretary of Defense.  To be eligible for the KDSM, a member must have been assigned, attached, or mobilized to units operating or serving on the land area of the ROK, the contiguous water out to 12 nautical miles, and airspace above the land area of Korea and water areas.  In addition, personnel must have been physically present in the areas indicated for 30 consecutive days or 60 nonconsecutive days.  The applicant has requested the KDSM on two previous occasions and each time after a thorough review of his military records, DPPPR was unable to verify the applicant was in Korea.  The flight records, submitted by the applicant, do not indicate Korean service; therefore, he is not eligible for the KDSM.  

The DPPPR evaluation is at Exhibit C.  

_________________________________________________________________

APPLICANT'S REVIEW OF AIR FORCE EVALUATION:

Copies of the Air Force evaluations were forwarded to the applicant on 29 September 2006, for review and comment within 30 days.  As of this date, this office has received no response.

_________________________________________________________________

THE BOARD CONCLUDES THAT:

1.  The applicant has exhausted all remedies provided by existing law or regulations.

2.  The application was not timely filed; however, it is in the interest of justice to excuse the failure to timely file.

3.  Insufficient relevant evidence has been presented to demonstrate the existence of error or injustice.  We note the applicant’s records will be administratively corrected to reflect his award of the GWOT-S; therefore, we will only address his request for award of the KDSM and his EPR for the period 8 March 2002 through 28 January 2003.  After a thorough review of the available records, we found no evidence that the applicant is eligible for the award of the KDSM.  We note the applicant’s assertion that he is entitled to the KDSM; however, he has not provided evidence to support his entitlement to the award, nor does the evidence of record support his contention.  In regard to the requested EPR closing 28 January 2003, we note the report was not required due to the applicant’s projected retirement.  In addition, the applicant does not provide support from his evaluators stating the report is accurate as written or that it should be placed in his military records.  Based on the foregoing, we agree with the opinions from the Air Force offices of primary responsibility and adopt their rationale as the basis of our conclusions in this case.  Accordingly, we find no basis to favorably consider this application. 

_________________________________________________________________

THE BOARD DETERMINES THAT:

The applicant be notified that the evidence presented did not demonstrate the existence of material error or injustice; that the application was denied without a personal appearance; and that the application will only be reconsidered upon the submission of newly discovered relevant evidence not considered with this application.

_________________________________________________________________

The following members of the Board considered this application in Executive Session on 5 December 2006, under the provisions of AFI 36‑2603:


Mr. Michael V. Barbino, Panel Chair


Ms. Renee M. Collier, Member


Ms. Glenda H. Scheiner, Member

The following documentary evidence for AFBCMR Docket Number BC-2006-02483 was considered:


Exhibit A.  DD Form 149, dated 9 Aug 06, w/atchs.


Exhibit B.  Applicant's Master Personnel Records.


Exhibit C.  Letter, AFPC/DPPPEP, dated 18 Sep 06.


Exhibit D.  Letter, AFPC/DPPPR, dated 19 Sep 06.


Exhibit D.  Letter, SAF/MRBR, dated 29 Sep 06.







MICHAEL V. BARBINO









Panel Chair
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