
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

         AIR FORCE BOARD FOR CORRECTION OF MILITARY RECORDS

IN THE MATTER OF:
DOCKET NUMBER:  BC-2006-01245



INDEX CODE:  107.00


CALVIN R. BLANKENSHIP
COUNSEL:  NONE



HEARING DESIRED: NO

_________________________________________________________________

APPLICANT REQUESTS THAT:

His record be changed to show the award of the Air Combat Medal (sic).

_________________________________________________________________

APPLICANT CONTENDS THAT:

He participated in over 100 bombing missions over Vietnam as a crew chief for a B-52 bomber.

Applicant’s complete submission is at Exhibit A.

_________________________________________________________________

STATEMENT OF FACTS:

He enlisted in the Regular Air Force on 2 May 1966.  He was progressively promoted to the grade of staff sergeant with a date of rank (DOR) of 1 July 1969.  He served as a Crew Chief member of the “Arc Light” Bomb Task Force and was deployed in the Far East in direct support of Strategic Air Command (SAC) missions in Southeast Asia with the 70th Organizational Maintenance Squadron (OMS), 70th Bomb Wing from 2 September 1966 to 29 December 1969.  On 29 December 1969, he was released from active duty under the Early Release of First Term Airmen and transferred to the Air Force reserve (AFR).  He had served with the Regular Air Force for 3 years, 7 months, and 28 days.
_________________________________________________________________

AIR FORCE EVALUATION:

AFPC/DPPPR was able to verify his entitlement to the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award (AFOUA) and his entitlement to four Bronze Service Stars for his Vietnam Service Medal (VSM) while assigned to the 70th OMS, 70th Bomb Wing from September 1966 to December 1969.  DPPPR, under the assumption the applicant actually requested award of the Air Medal (AM) vice the Air Combat Medal (that does not exist), could not locate any official documentation to show he was officially submitted for award of the AM.  Therefore, while DPPPR will correct his DD Form 214 to reflect award of the AFOUA and the 4BSS to his VSM, they recommend denial of his request for the award of the AM.

DPPPR’s complete evaluation is at Exhibit C.

_________________________________________________________________

APPLICANT'S REVIEW OF AIR FORCE EVALUATION:

A copy of the Air Force evaluation was forwarded to the applicant on 21 July 2006 for review and comment within 30 days.  As of this date, this office has received no response.

_________________________________________________________________

THE BOARD CONCLUDES THAT:

1.  The applicant has exhausted all remedies provided by existing law or regulations.

2.  The application was timely filed.

3.  Insufficient relevant evidence has been presented to demonstrate the existence of error or injustice.  We took notice of the applicant's complete submission in judging the merits of the case; however, we agree with the opinion and recommendation of the Air Force office of primary responsibility and adopt its rationale as the basis for our conclusion that the applicant has not been the victim of an error or injustice.  While the Air Force was able to verify his entitlement to the AFOUA and four Bronze Stars for his VSM, the Air Force was unable to verify from the available record he was ever submitted for the award of the Air Medal.  Therefore, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, we find no compelling basis to recommend granting the relief sought in this application.

_________________________________________________________________

THE BOARD DETERMINES THAT:

The applicant be notified that the evidence presented did not demonstrate the existence of material error or injustice; that the application was denied without a personal appearance; and that the application will only be reconsidered upon the submission of newly discovered relevant evidence not considered with this application.

_________________________________________________________________

The following members of the Board considered AFBCMR Docket Number BC-2006-01245 in Executive Session on 6 September 2006, under the provisions of AFI 36-2603:


Mr. Thomas S. Markiewicz, Panel Chair


Ms. Patricia J. Zarodkiewicz, Member


Ms. Dorothy P. Loeb, Member

The following documentary evidence was considered:

     Exhibit A.  DD Form 149, undated, w/atchs.

     Exhibit B.  Applicant's Master Personnel Records.

     Exhibit C.  Letter, AFPC/DPPPR, dated 10 May 06, w/atchs.

     Exhibit D.  Letter, SAF/MRBR, dated 21 Jul 06.

                                   THOMAS S. MARKIEWICZ
                                   Chair
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