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________________________________________________________________

APPLICANT REQUESTS THAT:

He be awarded the Silver Star (SS) for his actions during a bombing raid to a strategic target at Hamburg, Germany, on 30 October 1944.
________________________________________________________________

STATEMENT OF FACTS:

On 2 March 2005, the Board considered applicant’s request for the SS and found no compelling basis to recommend granting the relief requested.  For an accounting of the facts and circumstances surrounding the applicant’s separation, and the rationale of the earlier decision by the Board, see the Record of Proceedings at Exhibit F.

On 25 July 2005 and 9 January 2006, the applicant submitted requests for reconsideration and provided additional documentation.  In further support of the appeal, applicant submits statements from the former squadron navigator and former squadron commander.   The applicant’s complete submissions, with attachments, are at Exhibit G and H.

________________________________________________________________

THE BOARD CONCLUDES THAT:

After thoroughly reviewing the additional documentation submitted by applicant and the evidence of record, we are not persuaded that he has been the victim of error or injustice.  In this respect, we note the Silver Star (SS) is awarded for gallantry in action, i.e., heroism in high degree including risk of life, not warranting award of the Medal of Honor (MOH) or the Distinguished Service Cross (DCS).  We have thoroughly reviewed the affidavits submitted in support of applicant’s request, and although they attest to his extraordinary leadership and navigational ability in leading the aircraft to the bombing target, they do not persuade us that his actions on 30 October 1944 rose to the degree of gallantry in action to warrant awarding the SS.  While the applicant was exposed to enemy fire during the mission, it was no more than his fellow aircrew members.  Further, unlike the pilot/aircraft commander, as an aircrew member his exposure to enemy fire was through no choice of his own, but rather the voluntary actions of the pilot/aircraft commander.  We also note that during World War II, lead crews were awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) upon completion of every 10 lead or deputy lead combat missions.  The personal sacrifice applicant endured for his country is duly noted and our decision in no way diminishes the high regard we have for his service; however, insufficient documentary evidence has been presented to warrant awarding him the SS.  Therefore, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, we find no compelling basis to recommend granting the relief sought in this application.

________________________________________________________________

THE BOARD DETERMINES THAT:

The applicant be notified that the additional evidence presented did not demonstrate the existence of material error or injustice; that the application was denied without a personal appearance; and that the application will only be reconsidered upon the submission of newly discovered relevant evidence not considered with this application.

________________________________________________________________

The following members of the Board considered Docket Number BC-2004-03796 in Executive Session on 24 February 2006, under the provisions of AFI 36-2603:




Mr. Michael J. Novel, Panel Chair




Mr. Richard A. Peterson, Member




Mr. Patrick C. Daugherty, Member

The following documentary evidence was considered:

    Exhibit F.  Record of Proceedings, dated 14 Jun 05, w/atchs.

    Exhibit G.  Letter, Applicant, dated 25 Jul 05, w/atchs.

    Exhibit H.  Facsimile Cover Page, Applicant, dated 9 Jan 05,

                w/atchs.
                                   MICHAEL J. NOVEL
                                   Panel Chair
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